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FOSTAL RTGULAT{:TY
CCFiHISSIÛI:¡:ni- a-Commissioner Robert Taub, Chairman

Commissioner Tony Hammond, Vice Chairman
Commissioner Nanci Langley
Commissioner Mark Acton
Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268

RE: Docket No. RM2017-3

Dear Commissioners:

As a nonprofit, we rely on mail for the majority of our fundraising. V/e estimate that a7%o

increase in postage rates for nonprofits will cost us about $185.000 in additional postage fees.

This is not an expense that we can pass-on to our donors like for-profrt organizafions can pass

their additional expenses to their customers. We have two choices: either the poor we serve
through our food pantries, social services, housing and educational programs oopay" tlrough a
reduction of services available or, we mail less.

A decrease in the amount we mail will result in fewer donations returned with first class postage.
This will negatively affect our ability to operate programs for the poor in northwest Mississippi.
It makes more sense to me for the United States Postal Service to do everything they can to
encourage nonprofit mail which will, in addition to increasing the money available for charitable
pu{poses, will also increase the amount of first class response mail in the system.

At a time when the requests for program serviceS of Sacred Heart Southern Missions are
increasing due to the decrease in government-sponsored programs for people living in poverty,
we simply cannot afford additional postage costs.

We join the National Catholic Development Conference (NCDC), the Alliance of Nonprofit
Mailers, and the nonprofit mailing community in urging you to reconsider your proposal to
increase postage rates several. times the rate of inflation. Increases that are estimated to reach 7o/o

ayear, or 40Yo compounded for five years, will not reform the United States Postal Service and
will have a rnajor negative impact on Sacred Heart Southern Missions and our ability to provide
food, shelter, clothing and skill development for people living in poverty.

I ask you to reconsider your proposal.
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